St. Mary's Academy, Pasay City

1ISO 9001:2000 Certified * PAASCU Accredited * CEAP and RVM-EAP Member

Office of the Directress

August 6, 2008

Dear Parents / Guardians,

Praised be Jesus and Mary!

Almost two months have passed since classes opened last June 10, 2008. Nevertheless, | wish to express our
sincere gratitude for continuously entrusting to us the Catholic education of your child/children. Rest assured that
the RVM Sisters, SMA Faculty and Staff are relentlessly exploring ways and means to improve further the delivery
of our services to you and to all our students.

May | take this opportunity to inform you regarding the following:

1.1 An election for the officers of the SMAPA Board was held last July 5, 2008. The result of the election
is as follows:

H4 Level Representative

President Our Lady of Candles

H2 Level Representative
Our Lady of Remedies
G4 Level Representative
Our Lady of Health

H3 Level Representative

Vice President - Internal

Vice President - External

Secretary Our Lady of Divine Providence
Asst. Sec G2 Level Representative

' | Our Lady of La Sallete
Treasurer SMA Liaison Officer

G3 Level Representative
Our Lady of Montserrat
G6 Level Representative
Mary, Mother of God

SK Level Representative
St. Michael

H1 Level Representative
Humility of Mary

H1 Level Representative
Our Lady of Penafrancia
G1 Level Representative
Queen of Evangelist

Asst. Treasurer

Auditor

Press Rel. Off.

Bus. Manager

Board Members

Congratulations!

1.2 On July 26 and 27, the SMAPA Executive Board with the level alternates had their planning for
possible activities that the SMAP will sponsor for this school year through the following committees:

Parent Development Committee - Mrs. Aida B. Chico, Chairperson
Community Extension Committee - Mr. Oscar M. Ibay, Chairperson
Communication Committee - Mrs. Cresencia C. Calibuso, Chairperson
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1.3 The proposed activities were presented to me and the GHD Principals and were approved last
August 2, 2008. On behalf of the whole community of SMA, | wish to thank all the SMAPA Board of
Officers, members and alternates for your continual support and commendable projects and activities
for this school year.

The first quarterly exam is scheduled on August 12 — 14, 2008. We request therefore, that all accounts due
for this quarter be settled at the Finance Office before the scheduled exam days. The issuance of the
Examination Permit is needed in order for your child/children to take the exams.

May we request also that you monitor your child’s / children’s academic progress and for you to confer
personally with the subject teachers especially if you have important concerns regarding your child’s /
children’s academic performance. Please make an appointment before hand to ensure the teacher’s
availability.

The issuance of the Report Card for the first quarter is on September 6, 2008, Saturday at 8:30 A.M.
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On August 15, Friday, is the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the patron saint of our
Congregation. There will only be mass at 7:00 a.m. after which the students will be allowed to go home.
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The Fund for Assistance to Private Education (FAPE), the agency implementing the ESC/EVS program of
the government, encourages ESC/EVS participating schools to continually upgrade their educational
resources and effectiveness. FAPE monitors the performance of these schools through certification / re-
certification. Our school, although an ESC participant, did not undergo certification by virtue of being
PAASCU Accredited.

For this school year, our school was chosen by FAPE as one of the sites for simulated re-certification
school visits on August 22, 2008; from 7:00 am to 1:00 pm. This simulated re-certification visits is part of
the two-day Regional ESC/EVS School certifiers training sponsored by the FAPE. This training is in
preparation for the re-certification visits to be conducted on ESC/EVS schools from September to February
2009.

For this reason, we will have changes in our class schedule. Please refer to the details of adjustments
below:

DATE ACTIVITY CONCERNS
August 21, | FRIDAY SCHEDULE will For Fourth Year High School Only:
2008 be followed. This day will 9:45 — 11:45 am— Career Talk of different Schools and
(Thursday) be utilized as Activity Day. Universities
Y| Grade School pupils and (Venue: School Auditorium)

H1 to H3 Students will go 12:30— 2:00 pm — Career Fair Mart (Venue: School Ground)
home at 12:00 noon.
There would be a late dismissal due to the Career Talk
and Career Fair Mart.

There will be an on site College Admission Application
Processing. Students are encouraged to bring all the
Necessary Requirements such as ID Pictures and
corresponding application Fee (maximum of P600).
Official receipt or provisional receipt will be issued.

August 22, | THURSDAY SCHEDULE | Simulated re-certification school visits on August 22, 2008
2008 will be followed. This will from 7:00 am to 1:00 pm.

(Friday) be utilized as regular class

day. Dismissal time will be

for Thursday schedule.
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The Continuing Parent Education Program of SMA aims to build parental capacity to support the

overall development of children and strengthen family solidarity in recognition of your role as Christian
parents.
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It is supportive of all parent-involvement programs of the school with the following intentions:

To encourage involvement of parents with their children in ways that matter to the child’s
learning.

To involve parents with one another in ways that matter to their child’s development.

To encourage involvement of parents with the activities of the school congruent to its vision -
mission.

Activities lined-up for this school year are as follow:

TARGET Persons
SCHEDULE ACTIVITY PARTICIPANTS OBJECTIVES Responsible
Parents’ Assembly To augment parents’ .
) , . . Guidance
. Parent’s Role in understanding and
Sept. 6 - . All H4 Parents : o Center
Assisting their awareness of their child’s
o L c/co Ms Galam
Child’s Future aspirations
Vocation
) . Learn to establish an
Parents’ Seminar .
, emotional atmosphere that
on How Parents .
. exists between parents and .
Sept. 13 and Children can . ; . Guidance
i , SK to G6 children which help lead in
@1:30 p.m. | function as a . Center
a constructive & healthy
Successful Team livi
iving
, Acquaint targeted group on Guidance
OFW Parents Parents W.hOSG the program objectives and Center
Oct. 11 Support Group partner is a L
. . : activities of the support | c/o Ms Bayona
Orientation migrant worker -
group & Ms Rubio
To  augment  parents’
Aug. 30 -G4 Parent  Innovative awareness of their child Guidance
Sept. 6 -H4 Partnershi G4 and G6 development through Center
Jan. 17 - G6 P H2 and H4 information  dissemination c/o Level
Nov 8 — H2 of students’ cumulative Counselors
folder
Clearly understand the
Parents Seminar: positive attributes of
Successful effective parents and also Guidance
Nov. 15 Parenting Skills | H1 to H4 Parents points out certain skills that
Center
that Shapes parents must have to
Behavior effectively shape their
children’s behaviors
Year Round | Dissemination  of Enable to expand .
. All Parents from . Guidance
— Quarterly | Parental Readings awareness on different .
. SK -H4 L Coordinator
Basis SK-H4 parenting issues

We count your attendance to the above activities.
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Beginning this school year, the school is subscribing to World Book Online as a value added service to
your children. This is an E-Learning Resource which provides accurate, objective and reliable information
research materials for both young children and adults. A good reference for assignments and
projects because it provides more specific and well-defined information, easy to access, navigate and
explore. One good thing, your children have UNLIMITED ACCESS in the school's Internet section, CAl
Rooms, at home or in any Internet stations. Using the Login ID and password of your child, other
members of your family can also benefit from it.
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7.1 The following dates were declared as holiday and therefore non-class days:

August 18 — Ninoy Aquino Day
August 25 — National Heroes Day

7.2 The National Career Assessment Examination for Fourth Year students is scheduled on August 27,
2008. This is designed to assess the abilities the student has developed through the years which are
essential for making wise career decisions after high school.
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7.3 The HS Department is discouraging the students to purchase their class jackets, jerseys for the
players, and other costume for the class during the Intrams. The department is encouraging the use
of # 2.-40 for games like Table Tennis, Chess, Game of the General, Badminton, Dart and
Volleyball while -3 {,4%,5% for the players of the basketball games.

7.4 To contribute to the development of proper and healthy attitude towards human sexuality, the HS
department in coordination with the Guidance Center and Family and Life International will organize
seminars to all high schools students on the following topics: Understanding the Value of Life,
Understanding Human Sexuality and the Value of Chastity.

This will be conducted on August 28, 2008 with the following changes in our schedules:

DATE ACTIVITY
August 28, 2008 | ¢ FRIDAY SCHEDULE will be followed. This day will be utilized as
(Thursday) Activity Day.
7:15—-10:00 a.m. — Talk for H3 & H4. Dismissal will be at
12:00 noon.
10:00 — 12:00 noon — Talk for G5 & G6. Dismissal will be at
12:00 noon.
12:45 — 3:45 p.m. — Talk for H1 & H2. Dismissal will be at
3:45 p.m.

August 29, 2008 | ¢ THURSDAY SCHEDULE will be followed. This will be utilized as
(Friday) regular class day. Dismissal time will be for Thursday schedule

7.5 Curfew Policy: Student life at SMA-P is a disciplined life. To promote the safety and well-being of our
students, they have a curfew at 5:00 p.m. in the HS building and 5:30 in the school quadrangle.
Since students are dismissed at 3:50 pm, the remaining minutes are devoted for the following: 3:50 —
4:00 = 58 activities; 4:00 — 5:00 = Teacher — Student Consultation Time, Library Period, making of
assignment and group work activities.

Please take note that “all activities beyond dismissal period shall be issued permission slips”.
7.6 Commitment to a Safe Environment. The school had started this SY its regular fogging program in
the campus last July 12, 2008 as a preventive safety measure against dengue outbreak. As per

advised by the City Health, a 2™ and 3™ cycle will be conducted on the following dates: August 9 and
23, 2008.

As we celebrate the feast of the Assumption of Our Lady, lets us bear in mind that:

"Jesus gave every human being to Mary, and commanded her to show to each
one of us the heart of a mother. Mary fulfilled this, and she continues
throughout eternity to fulfill with an incomparable perfection this command of
God, just as she had all the others."

Venerable Charles de Foucauld

Thank you and God bless us all!

Sincerely In Our Lady,
(

Directress

DIR —Letter to Parents/Guardians #1 s.2008-09 — Page 4 of 4



